
Weeding Out The Amateurs: 
improving outcomes by setting standards 



Weeding Out The Amateurs 

“a person inexperienced or unskilled in a 

particular activity” 

 

Professionals in one discipline can be 

amateurs in another 
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•Legacy sites 

•Bush Forever 

•Wetlands 

•Land use planning 

A quick introduction: Local Governments as 

managers of natural areas 
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The system we’ve become accustomed to 

• Developer-driven 

• Design, construct and maintain 

• Recreation spaces 

• Landscape features 

• Design sophistication 

• Landscape architects 

• Landscape contractors 

• Parkland maintenance 

• LG specs, approvals 
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Same (inappropriate) skill set applied 

• Inefficient 

• Costly, frustrating 

• Very poor outcomes 

It just doesn’t work for natural areas 
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• Different skill set required, same skill set applied  

• “Design” and species selection by landscape architect 

• Irrigation?? 

• Construction by landscape contractors/backpackers 

• Maintenance by contractors – spraying, slashing (Management 

Plan?) 

• Handover – compromise 

• INEFFICIENT 

To be honest............ 
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• Precedent? 

• Clear policy 

• Application 

• Objectives: 
 To clearly define the City's requirements where the rehabilitation and/or revegetation of natural 

areas is required. 

 To ensure the consistency and acceptability of outcomes from rehabilitation and revegetation 

initiatives. 

 To ensure that natural areas entering the City's management portfolio are of an acceptable 

condition for ongoing management. 

• Implementation 

Policy 
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Guidelines 

• Project planning 

 Detailed scope of works, mapping and design 

drawings - good understanding of site and issues 

Map and describe rehabilitated/revegetation, existing 

vegetation, soil, topography, inundation, adjacent land 

uses/ownership 

 Describe works constraints or influences  

Guidance No.6 Rehabilitation of Terrestrial 

Ecosystems (EPA, 2006) 

• Key planning approaches 

• Key management issues and areas 

 ID skill set – specialists - botanists, erosion control 

specialists, ecosystem restoration specialists, others 

(consultants and contractors) 

 Describe specialist activities 

Minimum standards for contractors and personnel 
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Guidelines 

• Rehabilitation/Revegetation Plan elements 

 Project Goals and Timeline 

 Statutory and Policy Aspects 

 Access Management 

 Site Evaluation 

 Site Preparation 

 Disease Management 

 Rehabilitation/Revegetation 

Minimum Standards for Planting 

Maintenance 

Weed Management 

Monitoring and Success Criteria 

 Handover 

 Fire Management 

 Cost Estimate 

 Professional Standards 
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Our experience so far 

• 2.5 years 

• Frequency 

• Skill set appropriate to task 

• Developer appreciation 

• Efficiencies 

• First handovers 

• Recalcitrants… 

• Overall, excellent!! 

• Own projects 
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http://www.gosnells.wa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/public/website/governance/policy/

1-council_policy_6.2.2_-_rehabilitation_and_revegetation_of_natual_areas.doc.pdf 

Available for download 
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