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Why is there a need for seed 
production? 

The decline of ground-layer communities across 
Australian agricultural regions ensures they are 
among our most threatened ecosystems 

The limited 
availability of 
large quantities 
seed is a major 
restriction to 
their restoration 



Markets 
•Carbon Farming 
Initiative 
•Bio-Banking 
•Offsets 

Social Returns 
•Family 
•Local communities 
•Local businesses 
•Regional asset  

Production 
•Hardy fodder species 
•Integrated pest 
management 
•Stock health 
improvements 
•Seed Resources 
•Niche products 

Biodiversity 
•Increased complexity of 
native systems  
•Habitat creation 
•Soil health 
improvements 

Integrating the benefits of 
restoration  









WA Wheat belt? 

 







Seed in sufficient volumes from a 
range of species is critical to restoring 

complex communities 



Seed Production may offer a solution 



Some of Benefits 

• Most (but not all) species are easy to propagate 
and grow 

• Most (but not all) GL species produce seed within 
one season 

• Many produce copious amounts of seed 
• Numerous genetic individuals can be grown in a 

small area 
• Seed can be stored – a particular species only 

need be grown every few years 



Some of the Benefits 

 Increases seed 
volumes 

 Increases species 
range  

 Improves reliability 
of seed production 

 Increases efficiency 
of harvest 

Can be relatively low 
cost 

 Is technically 
straight forward 
 
 



Some of those using seed production to  
enable biodiverse restoration 



Werribee Open Range Zoo 



Liz Fenton - Hamilton 



John Delpratt – Melbourne University 



Melbourne University 



Narri Seeds/Wail Nursery  
 Steve & Rhonda La Broque 

 

Steve and Rhonda Labroque- Horsham 
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